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Mr. Chairman,  

Distinguished delegates of the fifth Committee, 

 

1. I have the honour to present the report of the Secretary-General on "Supporting the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Addis Ababa Action 

Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development" (A/70/794). This 

report was prepared pursuant to the request made by the General Assembly in paragraph 14 of 

resolution 70/247 of 23 December 2015. The intensive preparation process involved both 

system-wide and Secretariat-wide consultation; consolidating information from a total of 38 

entities - including the eight referred to in the resolution - , maximizing synergies, reducing 

fragmentation and overlap, and covering the whole of the interdependent Agendas.   

 

 

Mr. Chairman,  

Distinguished delegates 
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2. The new Agendas will require ambitious, comprehensive, and transformative actions. While 

the responsibilities for implementation of the Agendas will be with the Member States, the two 

Agendas will be transformative for the UN system as well. To the extent that they replace 

previous goals set by the Member States in the same areas, the Secretariat has already started 

aligning work plans and refocusing existing resources to support their implementation. Yet, 

given their higher level of ambition and transformative nature, the Secretary-General proposes to 

strengthen the Secretariat’s roles and areas of activity and go beyond refocusing existing 

activities and resources. The proposals build on the Secretariat’s comparative advantages and 

include: 

 

a) Supporting the strengthening of capacity and improving policy coherence at the regional, 

national, subnational and local level; 

b) Facilitating regional and international cooperation; 

c) Catalysing new partnerships and improving the effectiveness and accountability of 

existing partnerships at all levels; 

d) Supporting a favourable enabling environment through intergovernmental processes; 

e) Supporting follow-up and review; and 

f) Undertaking public advocacy of the SDGs  

 

3. The new Agendas do not always specify such additional expectations for the Secretariat, 

and it is ultimately for the Member States to determine how the UN can best support them. 

 

Mr. Chairman 

4. This report has been submitted in response to resolution 70/247. But in addition, as the 

Agendas cover a broad range of thematic issues for a considerable period of time, we recognize 

that there will be other tracks and moments for Member States to consider and decide on the role 

of the United Nations. Over the next 15 years, we expect ECOSOC and its subsidiary bodies, as 

well the General Assembly and its committees, special sessions, high level meetings and other 

processes, to guide the United Nations system on how to best contribute to the two Agendas. The 

work programme of the committees and bodies will continue to evolve and we will respond and 

act on the expectations that are yet to be expressed and decided upon. 
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5. The Secretary-General recognizes that the Organization must operate efficiently and with 

fiscal prudence, and the current proposals are the result of a process that applied this imperative. 

If the General Assembly agrees with the proposed strengthened roles and activities, additional 

resources of $33.5M would be required for 2016-17 and $42.5M for 2018-19. The difference lies 

primarily in the application of a different vacancy rate: 50% for new temporary professional 

posts in the first biennium, and 9% for the continuation of these posts. All posts, 62 in total, are 

proposed as “temporary” as the Agendas have a limited time period up to 2030. The 

requirements for forthcoming biennia, including 2018-19 would be again reviewed and validated 

in the context of the biennial programme budget formulation process. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished delegates, 

The Secretariat stands ready to support Member States in these Agendas of critical importance 

for humanity and for the planet, and we look forward to the discussion on the Secretary 

General’s report. 

 


